Art Patio:
8:30 (Two adults): Supervise art activities at easel and tables. See set up pointers. (separate page). Set out a hand washing tub of warm soapy water to keep paint, sand, glue, clay, etc. out of the sink.
10:20 Put paints/glue up on counter. Art activities will continue after snack. At snack transition, help children wash hands and find a group. When all children are seated, help pass out snack trays and plates.
10:30 Enjoy parent snack at the art patio.Freshen the table and materials. Replace individual paintings with one large easel paper at the easels. Continue supervising art area as children leave their snack group.  Label artwork and take to the gate area table so that children will take it home at the end of the day. Artwork is not stored in cubbies.
11:30 Clean up: Monday through Thursday freshen/refill materials and leave out in an orderly manner on counter for the pm program or for the next day. Friday—put materials away. Include children in washing brushes, etc. Keep cupboards neat, wash brushes, sinks and tables daily.  Tables should be clean and ready for lunch for children of workday parents. 
11:45 Instead of joining meeting time, bring lunch cart from hallway, set up clean tablecloths and lunches for after meeting time.   You can use three rectangular tables. Continue to ready artwork to go home at the gate if dry.  
   12:00 Serve lunch for children of workday parents.  As children finish they close up their lunchbox and take it to the gate. One parent stays at the lunch table and sweeps under tables when children are through.  Clean and put away tablecloths. The other parent supervises in the lower yard or at the gate with a story.

Art Patio points to remember
 Activities should be age appropriate, child-centered , process oriented, and open ended. Most activities should be set up in a way that children need no instruction or explanation—they can just see the materials and explore in their own style.  The process is more important than any product. children create and explore with the materials set out.  Children may need some coaching on how to hold scissors or use a whole punch or eyedropper, but the creating is their own.  Parents are not to make models in any medium (paint, drawing, play dough, clay, wood, etc), so as not to inhibit the child as artist.
Attractiveness: Set up activities to be attractive and inviting to children.  If you came across an activity that was beautifully set up, with inviting colors and materials, clearly and beautifully arranged, you would want to play/paint/explore/participate there.  Think of your set-up as an enticing invitation to a small island of beauty and possibilities! 
When activities are set up in an intentional and attractive manner, it invites respect for the materials, other’s space and the environment.   Though children are encouraged to explore freely and in their own style, children are not allowed to be destructive or interfere with the ability of others  to enjoy and explore the materials and environment.  For example: children can mix colors on their own paper or project, yet not pour all the colors on the table together, allowing other children the same choices.  Freedom does not equal “anything goes”.  Respect for others, our environment and materials is a priority.
Accessibility and self-sufficiency:  Set up your space in order to promote as much self-sufficiency as possible. Materials that are easily accessible to children (available paper supply, paints, tools, etc) will enable children to do for themselves, rather than continually asking for assistance.
For example: at the easels first thing in the morning, put up a clean sheets of paper, with the box of prepared paints and the jug of brushes on the ground.  Children will learn to set out the paints and put one brush in each color. Put the empty containers away.  Make sure a supply of easel paper is easily accessible for children to clip up a new piece.  Have a few pencils at the easels for names.  All artwork should be labeled with the child’s name. If a child is not writing their own name yet, write it clearly in block letters, spelling each letter aloud.  Soon they will be spelling it for you and then writing it themselves.  Children are encouraged to hang up their own work, support them as necessary.

At a table art activity, have plenty of materials easily accessible to children, and attractively set out.  Use a tablecloth for art activities. Put several pencils on the table for children to write their names.   If you are offering a collage activity, have plenty of choices and colors and textures and put out a generous amount of each item. Arrange collage materials as you would a beautiful, bountiful banquet. Use baskets and attractive containers. Make sure all glue bottles/spray bottles/markers, etc. are working and full before setting them out.  If you are setting up painting, make sure there are plenty of colors to choose from and duplicate colors at each end of the table.  Glue and paint colors show up nicely in baby food jars.  All glass should be kept to the center of the tables within easy reach of children.  Children should be able to clip up their own artwork or set it on the railing or bench to dry.  Have additional paper/cardboard/etc. available and easily accessible, so children can create several art pieces without needing assistance.
If using plexiglass or tiles, or utensils for printing, have tubs available for the children to wash them when they are done and a towel to dry.  Children can wash easel brushes at the end of the day in a washtub.
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